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questions for an unseen interviewer.
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The Toxic Avenger saves the day And rocks the
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The conceit gives the evening a journalistic

flavor that is heightened by the show's

newsy content. These interviews initially

were conducted while a scandal erupted.

The trouble involved evangelical leader Ted
Haggard, head of New Life Church, and his involvement, not only with a male prostitute but with crystal
meth. But it takes awhile to get to this moment in the show, which first traces the history of the
movement's flowering in Colorado Springs.

Not surprisingly, the production's most dramatic moments occur during an interview with Haggard's son
Marcus — well-played by Stephen Plunkett — as he haltingly talks about New Life and his father's
problems.

Among the more exotic interviews is one with a defiant transgendered evangelical (well-played by Emily
Ackerman) who refuses to be run out of town. And there's a rousing pastor's speech, delivered with
fire-breathing enthusiasm by Marsha Stephanie Blake, that urges folks to pull themselves up by their own
bootstraps. Good advice for these tough economic times.

To its credit, "This Beautiful Life" doesn't sensationalize. There's an evenhandedness to its presentation,
even when it tarries too long with some of the more strident evangelicals. That generosity of spirit seems
fitting for a show that examines religion in all its conflicted diversity.
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